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To  the  Pebworth  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlf.men, 


I  have  the  hoiioiu'  of  presenting  my  Annual  Keport  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  District  for  tlie 
year  1925. 

From  instructions  I  have  leceived  through  the  Ministry  of 
Ilealtli  in  theii'  Circular  No.  648,  relating  to  the  composition  and  the 
information  to  be  included  in  the  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Plealth 
for  1925,  it  appears  this  Report  is  to  be  what  is  described  by  them  as  a 
Survey  Report.  In  my  Annual  Report  for  1921,  I  explained  fully 
the  nature  of  an  Ordinary  Report  and  of  a  Survey  Report,  and  the 
difference  between  these  two  forms  of  Annual  Reports. 

Since  the  1920  Survey  Report  was  issued,  the  most  noteworthy 
feature  legardi  ng  the  district  has  been  its  freedom  from  zymotic 
diseases.  Diniug  1922,  1923  and  1924  not  a  single  case  occurred, 
and  during  1925  only  one  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported. 

I  attribute  this  improvement  in  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Diseases  within  the  district  to  be  due  to  the  adoption  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  which  I  made  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  surface  water 
and  slops,  etc.,  in  my  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1913  firstly,  and 
again  in  the  Report  for  1922.  Scientifically  it  is  perfectly  apparent 
that  where  water  containing  slops  and  other  obnoxious  ingredients  is 
allowed  to  lemain  on  the  surface  will  become  a  fertile  breeding  ground 
not  only  for  all  kinds  of  germs  but  also  a  rich  food  for  flies.  The  cost 
of  covering  in  the  surface  water  drains  has  been  well  repaid  by  a 
lessening  in  the  nuinber  of  infectious  diseases  and  their  maintenance 
in  the  sanatorium.  Undoubtedly  this  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 


(A)  The  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 

District. 


(a)  Population  at  the  Census  of  1911  was  8,239,  and  the 
estimated  population  for  1925  was  3,277. 

(b)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 


The  surface  of  the  district  is  more  or  less  of  an  undulating 
character.  Tlie  Bredoii  Hills  being  situated  on  its  nortli- western 
border,  from  whence  the  surface  is  somewhat  flat  as'  far  as  Aston 
Somerville,  where  it  again  rises.  Subsequently  it  remains  flat  as  far 
as  the  foot  of  the  Cotswold  Hills  at  Saintbury  and  Aston  Subedge. 
There  it  reaches  to  an  height  of  751  feet  above  sea  level.  The  surface 
is  again  quite  flat  in  the  Parish  of  Cow  Honeybourne,  continuing  so 
right  up  to  the  Parish  of  Pebworth,  where  thei’e  is  a  slight  rise. 
Unfortunately  the  district  is  partly  intersected  by  that  of  the 
Evesham  Rural  District  in  two  places,  namely,  by  the  Parish  of 
Sedgeberrow  in  its  western  i)oition  and  by  the  Parish  of  Broadway 
near  its  middle  part. 


The  lower  levels  of  the  district  have  a  subsoil  composed  of  clay 
(lower  lias),  except  the  village  of  Childswickham,  which  rests  on  a  bed 
of  sand.  But  in  the  higber  levels  the  subsoil  is  the  upper  lias,  and 
still  higher  we  get  the  oolite.  The  public  water  supply  to  the  villages 
of  your  district  filter  through  the  oolite  as  well  as  the  supplies  to  the 
Evesham  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  All  these  strata  are  of  the 
Jurassic  Period. 

(c)  Socisil  Conditions.  The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  is  agricultural  in  character,  with  some  fruit  orchards 
and  some  mai’ket  gardening  here  and  there. 

{d)  Vital  Statistics.  Tlu^  birth  rate  of  the  Distinct  for  1925 
was  as  low  as  19"5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  But  the  lowest  birth 
rate  recorded  was  in  1917,  when  it  was  only  11*7  per  1,000.  The 
death  rate  for  1925  was  12*2  and  was  about  the  normal  rate.  The 
highest  death  rate  occurred  in  1911,  when  it  was  17'5  per  1,000. 
The  most  remarkable  fact  in  connection  with  your  district  is  the  old 
age  that  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  attain. 


Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  for  1925. 


(Civilians  only.) 


M.  F. 


All  Causes  ... 

19 

21 

1. 

Influenza 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

3. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

4. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

G 

i) 

O 

5. 

Cerebral  Hfemorrbage,  Etc. 

2 

1 

6. 

Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

7. 

Arterio-sderosis 

1 

3 

8. 

Bronchitis 

1 

9. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

10. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

11. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

1 

12. 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseas('s  of  Preginuicy 
and  Parturition 

1 

13. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mallormation,  Pre¬ 
mature  Birtli  ... 

1 

14. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

1 

15. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

1 

7 

16. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

1 

2 

Total  Births  ... 

39 

25 

Legitimate 

37 

25 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 


Population 


4 


•  •  t 


3,277 


(B)  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

(a)  Water  Supply.  The  villages  of  Pebworth,  Cow  Honey- 
boui'iie,  Aston  Somerville  and  Hinton-on-the-Gi'een  obtfiin  tbeii*  Water 
Supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Evesham  and  Pebworth  Villages  Water 
Scheme.  The  sources  of  this  supply  is  derived  from  springs  situated 
on  the  Cotswold  Hills,  and  is  conveyed  in  cast-iron  pipes  from  the 
scources  to  a  conple  of  Collecting  Chambers.  During  1913  a  consider¬ 
able  augmentation  of  this  supply  Wiis  effected  by  the  addition  of  six 
springs  situate  in  Lidcombe  Wood  in  the  Parish  of  Stanwfiy  on  a 
99  years’  lease  from  Lord  Elclio.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the 
second  Collecting  Chambei’  was  constructed,  and  it  is  situated  800  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  six  spi  ings  acquired  yield  half-a-millon  gallons 
pei-  diem, 


"1111111111981  augment  the  supply  of  the  Evesham  and  Pebworth 

Villages  Water  Scheme.  From  these  chambers  the  water  is  conveyed 
to  the  different  villages  enumerated  above  in  cast-iron  mains,  and 
subsequently  to  the  houses  in  the  usual  manner.  The  supply  is  more 
than  sufficient,  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  water  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  Periodical  samples  are  taken  to  test  its  purity  from 
any  contamination.  The  vilhi.ge  of  Ashton-under-Hill  obtains  its 
water  supply  from  a  spring  on  the  hill  above  it.  The  storage  is 
in  a  covei'ed  reservoir,  and  is  being  conveyed  to  the  village  in  cast-iron 
pipes.  It  is  pure,  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  the  supply  is 
sufficient  except  in  very  dry  seasons. 


The  village  of  Aston  Subedge  derives  its  water  supply  by 
gravitation  from  springs  sitinited  on  the  Cotsw  )ld  Hills  above.  The 
water  is  pure  but  somewhat  hard,  and  there  is  a  good  constant 
supply. 

The  village  of  Childswickham  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the 
Borough  of  Eveshiim  Reservoirs  situated  on  a  considerable  higher 
level.  The  supply  is  excellent  and  is  now  constant. 


The  village  of  Saintbury  has  water  supplied  fi-om  spr  ings  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  is  carried  by  pipes  to  all  the  houses  except  two  at 
Saintbury  Grounds.  The  water  is  good,  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action, 
and  the  supply  is  sufficient. 

The  village  of  Weston  Subedge  is  suj^iplied  with  water  from  two 
springs  situated  400  feet  above  it,  and  is  conveyed  to  a  storage 
reservoir,  subsequently  to  stand  pipes  and  houses  in  the  village.  The 
supply  is  pure  and  sufficient. 

The  village  of  Willersey  has  a  spring  water  supply  derived  from 
the  hill  above.  It  is  conveyed  in  gljzed  pipes  to  a  covered  reservoir. 
From  this  it  is  carried  to  the  houses  in  iron  pipes.  The  water  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  action,  but  shows  a  tendency  to  contain  iron. 
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{b)  Rivers  and  Streams.  There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  of 
any  consequence  within  your  District  to  he  ])ollutecl. 

.  (c)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  An  obsolete  plan  of  draining  the 
surface  watei*  by  means  of  open  ditches  obtains  in  most  of  the  villages, 
l^iit  acting  on  my  former  recommendations  these  open  ditches  are  now 
gradually  becoming  converted  into  closed  drains  by  the  laying  of  12-inch 
glazed  pipes.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  because  of  the 
obnoxious  effluvia  emitting  therefrom,  especially  during  the  summer 
months,  which  is  a  source  of  nuisance. 

id)  Closet  Accommodation,  Generally  speaking  the  pi'ivy 
accommodation  is  on  the  privy  and  ashpit  plan  throughout  the 
District  'Idle  water  carriage  system  of  closet  accommodation  has  been 
adopted  in  all  the  Public  Elementary  Schools.  The  sewage  is  conveyed 
into  sejotic  ta.nks  with  overflows  either  on  the  surface  of  the  land  as  in 
the  case  of  Childswickham,  or  into  the  surface  water  drains  as  in  the 
case  of  Cow  Honeybourne.  Several  of  the  larger  houses  situated  in 
the  District  have  also  adopted  this  method  of  closet  conveniences.  It  is 
not  possible  to  adopt  the  water  carriage  system  for  all  the  houses  in 
the  villages  as  there  is  no  sewerage  scheme  in  any  of  them.  Besides  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  adopt  any  form  of  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  villages  owing  to  there  being  no  natural  fall,  except  in  the 
parishes  of  Ashton-under-IIill  and  Pebworth. 

(e)  Scavenging.  Judging  from  the  nature  of  your  district) 
which  is  par  excellence  of  a  rural  type,  any  organised  method  of 
scavenging  on  similar  lines  to  those  adopted  in  the  towns  is  at  present 
unnecessary.  The  refuse  from  the  houses  and  that  of  the  privies  and 
ashpits  is  removed  on  to  the  land  by  the  inhabitants  themselves.  The 
still  existing  surface  water  ditches  are  peiiodically  cleansed  by  the 
Council’s  woi'kmen  as  necessity  arises. 

if)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.  The  number  of 
premis(>s  visited  by  your  Snnitaiy  Inspector  during  the  year  were 
10  Workshops,  48  Residences  of  Out- workers,  i.e.,  Gloveresses,  4 
Bakehouses,  2  Slaughter-houses,  and  82  Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  No 
defects  or  nuisances  wei-e  discovered  in  connection  with  these  premises 
except  as  regards  to  the  state  of  the  yards  where  the  manure  is  placed 
and  the  cows  are  apt  to  make  a  bed  of  it  and  causing  them  to  get  veiy 

dirty,  which  is  liable  to  find  its  way  into  the  milk. 

"  )  :1 

ig)  Schools.  The  sanitaiy  conditions  of  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  situated  within  your  District  is  quite  satisfa,ctory.  In  all  the 
schools  the  water  carriage  system  of  closet  accommodation  is  in  vogue. 
The  water  supply  to  all  of  them  being  obtained  from  the  various  village 
supplies,  which  are  pure  and  quite  free  from  any  pi  umbo-solvent 
properties. 
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In  some  of  my  former  Annual  Reports  I  have  p uiuteci  out  at 
length  the  vitnl  importance  of  having  all  school  class-rooms  properly 
ventilated.  'I’lie  best  method  of  achieving  this  end  is  to  have  windows 
made  to  open  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  so  that  every  class-room 
can  he  thoroughly  flushed  vVith  pure  fresh  air  from  the  outside  during 
the  out-of-school  hours  of  the  children.  It  is  not  possible  to  rid  a  room 
of  all  the  stagnant  and  foul  air  by  mean  of  a  hopper  sash  or  ventilating 
radiators  alone  without  the  above  adjunct.  Impure  air  causes  all 
manner  of  ill-health.  Tuberculosis  in  all  its  deadly  foims  is  immensely 
aggravated  by  breathing  air  deficient  in  oxygen.  Adenoids,  enlarged 
Tonsils,  Anaemia,  Decayed  Teeth,  etc.,  are  also  caused  by  bad  air,  and 
children  who  are  quite  free  from  these  complaints  before  their  com¬ 
pulsory  school  days  are  constantly  seen  to  develop  them  afterwa»ds. 
The  statistics  of  school  inspections  prove  the  frequency  of  these 
affections  amongst  the  school  children  attending  our  Public  Elementary 
Schools.  The  elaborate  and  costly  buildings  with  closed-in  classrooms 
are  quite  unnecessary  to  educate  the  young.  A  much  more  healthy 
and  hygienic  construction  would  be  a  light  building  made  to  open 
entirely,  and  to  shut  at  will  on  its  southern  aspect.  During  the  cold 
weather  they  could  be  effectually  warmed  with  hot  water  pipes. 
Another  serious  point  affecting  the  health  of  young  children  at  present 
is  the  ever-increasing  tendency  of  the  school  a,uthorities  to  place  too 
much  bi’ain  pressure  on  them,  disregarding  the  Latin  phrase,  mens 
Sana  in  corpore  sano.  The  present-day  fallacy  is  the  spending  of  too 
much  money  on  the  brain  work  of  young  children  at  the  expense  of 
their  stomachs.  If  we  are  in  future  to  convert  a  C  3  nalion  to  one  of 
Class  A  this  can  only  be  attained  by  improving  the  nutrition  of  the 
body  instead  of  the  excessive  amount  of  brain  work.  The  whole  com¬ 
munity  cannot  be  brain  workers,  there  must  also  be  some  physical 
workers  as  well  to  make  up  a  nalion.  Resides  a  well-fed  child  has 
more  resisting  powers  to  the  infectious  diseases  than  a  poorly-fed  brain 
pressed  one  possesses.  None  of  your  Public  Ehmientary  Schools  were 
closed  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infections  during  the  year.  The  new 
School  at  Aston  Somerville  has  been  erected  on  these  lines,  which  is 
highly  commendable. 

(C)  Prevalence  oJ  and  Control  over  Infectious 

Diseases. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  Generally.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
your  District  was  comparatively  free  from  the  Notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases  during  the  year.  Only  1  case  of  Erysipelas  and  1  of 
Diphtheria  weie  reported  for  the  whole  period.  This  case  was 
removed  to  the  Sanatorium  and  house  disinfected.  The  usual 
procedure,  as  you  are  awai’e,  for  the  District  when  notifications  of 
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Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  have  been  received  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  to  cause  them  to  be  immediately  l  emoved  to  the  Infectious 
Joint  Hospital,  Evesham.  After  removal  the  house  is  well  disinfected 
with  Formalin,  either  by  spraying  or  fumigation  with  Formalin  vapour. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  invariably  supervises  the  disinfections.  In 
the  diphthei'ia  cases  you  have  already  authorised  the  free  supply  of 
anti-toxim  for  them.  Bacteriological  aids  to  the  diagnosis  of  these 
cases  has  i)een  arianged  with  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the 
]3ristol  University  for  the  cultivation  and  microscopical  examination 
of  the  swabs  taken  from  the  cases.  The  same  University  undertakes 
l)acteriological  investigations  of  the  material  submitted  for  T.B.,  and 
also  from  Venereal  cases  within  your  District. 

{b)  Tuberculosis.  Patients  suffering  from  any  form  of 
Tuberculosis  are  dealt  with  by  the  officers  of  the  County  School. 

(D)  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  The  quality  and  wholesomeness  of  the  milk 
produced  within  your  District  is  so  well  known  that  it  receives  a  ready 
sale  outside  the  District,  and  is  even  sent  by  I'ail  to  Birmingham  and 
other  places. 

{h)  Meat.  There  are  only  2  Registered  Slaughter-houses  within 
your  District.  These  existed  in  1914,  and  also  in  January  and 
December,  1920.  These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  to 
be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  No  carcases,  or  the  pai  ts  of  carcases, 
were  condemned  for  tuberculosis.  The  Public  Health  (Moat)  Regula¬ 
tions,  which  came  into  force  April  1,  ly25,  are  duly  observed  and 
carried  out. 

(E)  Housing. 

Tlie  general  housing  conditions  of  your  District  can  now  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  quite  good.  There  are  only  3  houses  in  a  bad  condition 
at  Pel)worth,  and  are  quite  capable  of  being  remedied.  During  the 
year  12  new  houses  have  been  built  at  Pebworth  and  8  in  Willersey. 
Eight  also  ai’e  being  built  in  Ashton-under-Hill. 
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The  Memorandum  Appendix. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 

1.- GENERAL. 

Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,277 

General  death-rate  ...  ...  ..  ...  12‘2 

Death -rate  from  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0*6 

Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  at  the  rate  45  per  1,000  births 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  ...  847 

Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  ...  20 

2.-UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I.  -Inspection. 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
I'ecorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

II.  —Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  Nil 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ...  ...  Nil 

3.-UNHEALTHY  AREAS.  ...  Nil 
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The  Annual  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  R.  J. 
'Atkinson)  is  herewith  annexed. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Circular  mentioned 
at  the  beginning  of  this  Repert,  six  copies  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  Mifiistry  of  Health,  and  one  copy  to  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State,  Home  Office. 


I  am  your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  GORDON  EVANS,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Oxf. 


April  19,  1926. 


Pebworth  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1925. 

Water  Supply. 

The  villages  of  Pebworth,  Cow  Ploneybourne,  Plinton-on-the- 
Gieen,  Aston  Somerville  and  about  12  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Childs- 
wickham  are  supplied  from  the  Evesham  and  Pebwoi’tl)  (Joint) 
Wnter  Committee’s  mains,  and  have  therefore  a  constant  and  abundant 
supply  of  wholesome  water.  These  villages  represent  a  population  of 
approximately  1,447,  and  the  number  of  houses  directly  supplied  is 
roughly  325. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  from  springs  at  Stanway,  Buckland  and 
Broadway,  all  on  the  Cotswold  Hills.  There  are  collecting  tanks  at 
Stanway  and  Buckland  and  service  reservoirs  at  Broadway,  Littleton 
and  Pebwoi'th. 

There  is  no  danger  of  the  contamination  of  the  water  by  lead. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Joint  Water  Committee  has  recently  resolved 
to  allow  lead  pipes  only,  because  it  has  been  found  that  galvanised  iron 
pipes  soon  corrode  away  in  the  clay  subsoil,  which  not  only  causes 
waste  but  also  a  risk  of  pollution,  especially  if  a  bad  service  pipe  is  in 
close  proximity  to  a  defective  drain. 

Willersey  has  its  own  supply  from  springs  situated  on  Willersey 
Hill.  Here  loo,  the  services  are  direct  to  the  houses.  Tlie  population 
is  452  and  the  number  of  houses  120.  The  capacity  of  the  reservoir 
being  only  1,500  gallons,  it  is  now  too  small  for  the  needs  of  the 
village,  as  22  houses,  all  provided  with  baths,  have  been  erected 
recently.  These  houses  being  situated  at  the  lowest  level  the  reservoir 
is  soon  emptied. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  larger  reservoir  is  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

Owing  to  a  defective  main  along  the  B)oadway  Road  trouble  has 
been  experienced  in  supplying  the  houses  at  the  top  of  the  village.  To 
remedy  this  it  has  been  decided  to  lay  a  new  length  of  main,  whicli 
work  will  be  put  in  hand  at  once.  The  pipes  are  already  on  the  site. 

Ashton-uncler-Hill  is  supplied  from  a  spring  on  Bredon  Hill. 
The  population  served  is  300,  and  the  nurnbei’  of  houses  approximately 
70.  Theie  are  in  addition  two  or  three  private  supplies.  ‘ 
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This  is  a  sfcand-posfc  supply — several  sfcand-posts  being  fixed  at 
convenient  points  in  the  village. 

Weston  Snbedge.  The  water  supply  for  this  village  is  obtained 
from  springs  at  Weston  Park.  Population  277,  houses  supplied  65. 
Only  a  few  houses  have  service  pipes  laid  into  them.  The  remainder 
of  the  village  is  supplied  by  stand-posts  in  convenient  positions. 
These  consist  of  small  tanks  provided  with  ball  taps.  As  reported  last 
year  the  provision  of  cast  ii'on  covei’s  to  these  tanks  has  prevented  the 
pollution  which  obtained  when  stone  flag  covers  were  used.  The 
spi'ings  yield  a  copious  supply. 

Aston  Subedge  has  a  private  supply  which  appears  to  be  quite 
adequate  for  the  village.  Population  132,  houses  supplied  about  30. 

Childs wickham.  Apart  from  the  few  houses  which  obtain  their 
supply  from  the  Joint  Water  Committee’s  mains,  this  village  derives 
its  supply  from  Evesham  Corporation,  who  are  bound  by  agreement 
to  supply  2,000  gallons  per  day  free  of  charge.  It  is  a  stand-post 
supply. 

I  have  frequently  drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  supply  is 
very  unsatisfactory,  inasmuch  as  the  main  from  the  leservoir  to  tlie 
village  is  only  1  inch  in  diameter,  whereas  the  main  from  the  village 
to  Murcott  (the  lowest  level)  is  2  inches  in  diameter. 

In  short  a  1  inch  pipe  feeds  a  2  inch  pipe.  Furthermore  the 
Evesham  Corporation  do  not  always  supply  the  requisite  quantity, 
and  on  two  occasions  lately  a  portion  of  the  village  has  been  without 
water  for  two  or  three  days. 

The  time  has  undoubtedly  arrived  when  you  will  have  to 
seriously  consider  this  question,  and  you  will,  of  course,  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so  when  I  present  my  report  on  the  whole  subject, 
which  you  have  already  instructed  me  to  do.  Population  430,  houses 
supplied  about  90. 

Saintbury  has  a  supply  from  springs  on  the  hill.  This  supply  is 
not  under  your  jurisdiction,  but  it  is  apparently  adequate.  Popu¬ 
lation  94. 

Generally  the  distiact  is  well  supplied  with  water.  There  are 
now  very  few  houses  which  have  supplies  from  wells. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  serious  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams. 

Under  this  head  it  might  be  appropriate  to  mention  a  worse 
problem  than  any  slight  pollution  of  water  courses  that  may  exist. 
I  refer  to  the  flooding  which  occurs  at  Broad  Marston  and  Cow 
Honeybourne  every  winter.  This  is  a  very  serious  matter  as  it  not 
only  causes  much  inconvenience  to  the  public  but  is  very  unsatisfactory 
from  a  health  point  of  view. 
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The  remedy,  of  course,  is  for  the  water  courses  to  be  properly 
cleaned  ont  from  the  river. 

Although  you  have  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  County  Council, 
I  am  afraid  it  will  need  legislation  to  bring  about  an  improvement,  for 
the  owners  of  the  water  courses  refuse  to  clean  them  out. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Nothing  of  an  eventful  character  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

While  none  of  your  villages  has  sewage  disposal  works  there  is 
no  serious  nuisance  to  complaiii  of.  Tlie  majority  of  the  houses  have 
properly  constructed  cesspits. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  is  principally  on  the  pail  syslem. 
When  possible  privies  are  abolished  and  w.c.’s  substituted. 


Scavenging, 


The  Council 
villages. 


do  not  remove  refuse  or  night-soil  from  ariy  of  the 

Sanitary  Inspection. 


The  nuisances  discovered  and  abated  are  as  follows  ; — • 
Accumulations  of  house  refuse  and  night-soil 
Drains  defective  and  relaid  ... 

Nuisances  fiom  dampness 
Defective  water  fittings 
Cesspits  cleaned  out 
Drains  blocked  ... 

Dilapidated  pidvy-pans 
Offensive  ditches... 

Dwellings  in  filthy  state 
Inadequate  privy  accommodation 
Inadequate  w.c.  accommodation 
Privies  converted  to  w.c.s 


4 

10 

3 

5 
3 

32 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 


70 

New  drains  inspected  and  tested  ...  ...  30 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  fairly  good.  The 
Managers  of  Hinton-on-the-Green  School  having  under  consideration 
the  question  of  providing  w.c.  accommodation  at  the  School  House, 
1  have  suggested  that  the  privies  at  the  school  should  be  converted  to 
w.c.’s  as  the  facilities  for  drainage  are  good. 

The  old  school  at  Aston  Somerville  has  ceased  to  exist  as  a 
school.  A  new  school  has  been  erected.  It  is  an  excellent  building, 
with  an  abundance  of  light,  efficiently  heated  and  well  ventilated. 
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Housing. 

Ashtoft-Under-Hin,  There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  here,  and  to 
meet  that  shortage  you  are  erecting  eight  houses.  It  is  hoped  to  have 
four  ready  for  occupation  in  the  course  of  two  months’  time. 

Aston  Somerville.  No  shortage. 

Aston  Subed^e.  No  overcrowding,  and  no  houses  required. 

Childswickham.  There  is  no  overcrowding,  and  the  houses 
genei'ally  are  iri  good  sti  uctural  condition. 

Cow  Honeybourne.  The  eiglit  houses  which  you  erected  in  this 
village  about  five  years  ago  relieved  the  overcrowding,  and  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  need  to  build  more  at  present. 

Hinton-on-the-Green.  No  overcrowding,  and  no  houses  required 
at  present. 

Pcbworth.  You  have  erected  12  houses  during  the  year,  and 
they  are  now  occupied.  There  are  still  two  or  three  houses  in  a  bad 
state  of  repair.  These  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  present  year. 

Snintbury.  No  houses  required. 

Weston  Subed^e.  The  housing  situation  is  good.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  demand  for  more  cottiiges.  It  is  the  only  village 
where  I  have  seen  vacant  houses  for  a  long  time. 

Willersey.  Eight  houses  were  built  in  this  village,  and  they  are 
all  occupied.  Tliere  remain  one  or  two  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  the 
difficulty  remains  that  if  you  erect  more  houses  the  people  affected 
could  not  afford  the  rent. 

You  have,  therefore,  built  20  houses  during  the  year,  and  8  are  in 
progress  at  Ashton-under-Hill. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  you  have  built  74  houses  in  your 
district  since  1910.  This  represents  housing  accommodation  for 
approximately  330  people,  equal  to  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  total 
population. 

No  houses  were  closed  during  the  year. 

Pour  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  two  of  which 
received  the  Government  Subsidy  of  £75  per  house. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

Thei’0  are  45  Govvkeepers,  Dairymen,  etc.,  on  the  Register.  The 
premises  have  been  inspected  and  notices  served  where  defects  were 
found  to  exist. 

The  cowsheds  at  most  of  the  farms  are  in  good  condition 
structurally.  The  principal  complaint  against  the  farms  generally  is 
the  state  of  the  yards  in  which  manure  is  stored,  and  to  which  the  cows 
have  access,  the  consequence  being  they  (the  cows)  get  very  dirty. 
Generally  the  liquid  manure  is  allowed  to  run  to  waste.  If  this  liquid 
manure  were  saved  and  put  on  the  land  I  am  cei’tain  fainners  would 
find  it  very  profitable,  as  it  would  effect  a  saving  in  artificial  manures. 
Iti  many  parts  of  the  country,  particularly  in  the  north,  this  liquid 
manure  is  drained  to  an  underground  4ank  over  which  a  midden  stead 
is  made.  This  enables  the  yard  and  the  surroundings  of  the  cowsheds 
to  be  kept  in  a  more  cleanly  state,  with  the  result  that  there  is  not  so 
much  work  entailed  in  keeping  the  cows  clean. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  were  notified. 

No  applications  were  received  for  licences  for  graded  milk. 

Meat. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  : — 

In  1920.  In  Jan..  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  ...  2  ...  2  ...  2 

Licensed  ...  None  None  None 

Thei  e  is  only  one  slaughter-house  which  is  used  regularly.  The 
other  is  used  occasionally  for  the  slaughter  of  one  or  two  pigs.  These 
slanghter-houses  are  visited  frequently.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
no  meat  was  condemned. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  came  into  force  on 
April  1st,  1925.  Printed  notices  are  supplied  by  the  Council  to  the 
Butcher,  who  fills  in  the  date  and  time  of  slaughter  and  forwards  them 
to  me  at  the  proper  times.  It  is  impossible  in  a  wide  area  to  visit 
every  time  slaughtering  is  done,  hut  10  visits  have  been  made. 


Bakehouses. 

The  bakehouses  were  all  clean.  No  complaints  were  received 
from  H.M.  Factory  Inspector  during  the  year. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  had  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  no 
cases  of  infectious  notifiable  disease  had  been  notified  for  the  long 
period  of  3  years.  This  year  again  the  district  has  been  almost 
entirely  free  from  such  notifiable  diseases,  for  only  one  case  of 
Erysipelas  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  The  case  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  at  Willersey,  and  there  was  an  element  of  doubt 
as  to  its  being  Diphtheria.  The  usual  precautions  were  taken  however. 

Typhoid  Fever  was  suspected  to  be  the  cause  of  the  illness  of  a 
person  at  Willersey,  but  I  was  subsequently  informed  that  the  usual 
tests  had  been  made  with  negntive  results.  I  took  the  precaution  to 
have  the  premises  disinfected. 

Five  houses  were  disinfected,  one  owing  to  its  filthy  condition, 
two  after  Tuberculosis,  and  one  after  Diphtheria,  the  other  being  the 
one  mentioned  above. 

The  rooms  and  bedding  are  sprayed  with  formalin,  and  afterwards 
fumigated  with  formalin  vapour.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  employees  under  my  supervision. 

I  thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me  and  for 
your  co-operation. 

I  also  thank  Mr.  Wadams,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  for  his 
valuable  assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

REGINALD  J.  ATKINSON, 

Sanitai  y  Inspector. 


16 


